Day 8 Monday 13 February
Queenstown
Relax and explore today at your own pace.
There are many fine museums and galleries,
eateries and shops in Queenstown. You
might take a jetboat ride or the iconic Skyline Gondola which rises steeply above the
town or visit the Gibbston Valley world
class Pinot Noir wine region.
Overnight Queenstown
Breakfast
Day 9 Tuesday 14 February
Queenstown to Te Anau
Today you travel along Lake Wakatipu
where the mountains appear to drop straight
into the lake, to Kingston and Te Anau,
known as the gateway to Fiordland National
Park and picturesquely located on the south
island’s largest lake. Board a boat here to
the Te Anau Caves to see an astonishingly
beautiful underground world. Deep inside
the grottos you drift into a silent place inhabited by thousands of glow worms and
where in the subterranean darkness, they
produce a glittering display. A buffet dinner
has been arranged at your hotel this evening.
Overnight Te Anau
Breakfast ● Dinner
Day 10 Wednesday 15 February
Te Anau to Piopiotahi Milford Sound
Take one of New Zealand’s most scenic
drives this morning through UNESCO
World Heritage listed Fiordland National
Park to Milford Sound, a stupendous twenty
two kilometre long fiord. Savour an extended cruise of the fiord’s full length all the
way to the Tasman Sea with a nature guide
and a warm lunch included on board. Immerse yourself in the wonder of it all as on
clear day Milford Sound must be one of the
most picturesque places on earth. See spectacular waterfalls, snow-capped Mount Pembroke and majestic Mitre Peak which towers
nearly 1700 metres from the ocean floor.
Truly a fabulous tour highlight. For dinner
there are two on site restaurants at your hotel
or it is an easy walk to the centre to dine.
Overnight Te Anau
Breakfast

presented turn of the century home built for
David Theomin. Its Jacobean style, grandeur
and original furnishings demonstrate great
privilege at the time. Lifts to every floor, an
internal telephone and central heating were
just a few of the luxuries and lavish artefacts,
art, bronze, jade and ceramics from world
wide travel fill every room. Tonight you experience an Address to the Haggis Ceremony
which involves lots of colour, bagpipers, a
haggis made of Otago lamb and a good
splash of whisky. This is followed by dinner
at your stylish and well located hotel.
Overnight Dunedin
Breakfast ● Dinner

Day 13 Saturday 18 February
Dunedin to Christchurch
Leaving Dunedin after breakfast you travel
up the east coast to Christchurch today.
Stop at Moeraki Rocks, just south of Oamaru, where huge spherical boulders strewn
along Koekohe Beach and are an incredible
sight. Have time for lunch and to explore in
Oamaru then continue via the seaside town
of Timaru and across the salmon filled
Rakaia River, through sheep farming country and across the Canterbury Plains to
Christchurch. Check into your Christchurch
hotel in the late afternoon and enjoy a farewell dinner to celebrate your tour.
Overnight Christchurch
Breakfast ● Farewell Dinner

New Zealand
South Island

Day 14 Sunday 19 February

Day 12 Friday 17 February

Christchurch to Adelaide
Enjoy a relaxed morning then transfer to
Christchurch airport around midday for
your return Qantas flights to Sydney and
Adelaide arriving in the evening.
Breakfast ● Meals in Flight

Dunedin
Tour Dunedin today to admire the fine heritage architecture including the cathedral, the
courthouse and the University of Otago, New
Zealand’s first university which underpins
the city’s vibrant learning, arts and cultural
influence. You see Baldwin Street, considered the world’s steepest residential street
and Dunedin railway station which has been
described as one of the most beautiful railway stations in the world. Also on your itinerary is a guided tour of the spectacular
Tuhura Otago Museum which has showcased
Otago’s natural world, science and culture
since 1868. Tuhara means discover, investigate and explore to Maori and you can see
striking Maori canoes, carvings and artefacts.
Take a stroll too in Dunedin’s lovely Botanic
Gardens which holds the status of Garden of
International Significance, then the remainder of the day is free in this impressive city.
Overnight Dunedin
Breakfast

Day 11 Thursday 16 February
Te Anau to Dunedin
After breakfast you travel via the pretty
townships of Lumsden and Gore to Dunedin.
First settled by Maori, then whalers, gold
miners and Scottish immigrants, Dunedin is
likened to Edinburgh and is one of the finest
and best preserved Victorian and Edwardian
cities in the southern hemisphere. Have a
guided tour of Olveston House, a beautifully
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....enriching lives through cultural exchange

Christchurch ● Akaroa ● TranzAlpine Train ● Franz Joseph Glacier ● Fox Glacier Village
Lake Matheson ● Westland Tai Poutini National Park ● Wanaka ● Queenstown ● Lake
Wakitipu Cruise ● Fiordland National Park ● Te Anau ● Milford Sound Cruise ● Dunedin

W

ith a perfect amount of time in each place and the right balance of sightseeing and leisure you can truly absorb nature’s
grandeur and the spectacular scenery, history and culture so unique to New
Zealand’s South Island on this first class tour. Plentiful train journeys and boat
cruises include the breathtaking TranzAlpine railway journey across the majestic Southern Alps, cruises on picture perfect Akaroa Harbour, Queenstown’s Lake Wakitipu, Lake Te Anau and iconic Milford Sound which on a
clear day, must be one of the most beautiful places on earth. Visit Glacier
country, Fiordland National Park, historic townships and the gorgeous southern cities of Christchurch and Dunedin with their superb botanical gardens,
museums and fine historic homes. With full daily breakfasts, many meals and
carefully chosen, well located hotels this tour is sure to please.

Day 3 Wednesday 08 February

Day 5 Friday 10 February

Akaroa
Today you visit historic Akaroa a beautiful
early French and British colonial settlement
close to Christchurch, stopping for panoramic views at Hilltop Lookout on the way.
Board a cruise boat to explore sheltered
Akaroa Harbour and see native Hector's
Dolphins, the smallest and rarest dolphins
in the world, fur seals and penguins. Visit
remarkable Cathedral Cave and see relics of
the area's Maori and colonial past and a
working salmon farm. Akaroa charms with
its French food and flair, fine historic buildings and gorgeous harbour. It’s an idyllic
spot for lunch and browsing before returning to Christchurch to overnight and enjoy
dinner at leisure.
Overnight Christchurch
Breakfast

Te Moeka O Tuawe Fox Glacier
Fox Glacier is the larger of the two
UNESCO World Heritage listed Westland
Tai Poutini National Park glaciers. It has the
distinction of being one of the world’s only
glaciers to end amidst subtropical rainforest
only 300 metres above the sea. Close by is
one of the most scenic icons of the south
island, glacially formed Lake Matheson. On
a still day the lake’s surface is a natural mirror reflecting the breathtaking image of New
Zealand’s highest peaks Aoraki Mount Cook
and Mount Tasman. Soak up the magic this
morning with a moderate walk around the
lake to the viewing platform or from the
comfort of the excellent café and its viewing
areas. On returning to Fox Glacier village
there is time to explore the township or take
a walk or hike. You also have the opportunity of an optional helicopter flight over the
glacier, subject to weather conditions and
bookable on the day. There are cafes and
restaurants at Fox village for dinner or you
may dine at your historic hotel originally
built in 1928 and restored in traditional style
with modern comforts and a good restaurant.
Overnight Fox Glacier Village
Breakfast

Day 4 Thursday 09 February

Tour Leader: Deb Moulton is an enthusiastic and inclusive tour leader with
majors in History and English and a Masters degree in Education. She has vast
travel experience both within Australia and internationally.
Tour Included: Fully escorted: All airfares with Qantas: All accommodation:
All sightseeing, trains, boat cruises & entrance fees unless otherwise specified: Meals as per itinerary: Pre and Post tour get togethers: tour study notes.

14 Days $6445

Based on Twin Share including all taxes
Single Supplement $1330
Balance Due ● Tuesday 06 December 2022
Day 1 Monday 06 February
Adelaide to Christchurch
Depart Adelaide with Qantas to Sydney
where you connect with a direct flight to
Christchurch. Arrive in Christchurch late
evening and transfer to your hotel which
is a short drive from the airport and close
to the city. Checkin in for three nights.
Overnight Christchurch
Meals in Flight
Day 2 Tuesday 07 February
Christchurch
After breakfast a local guide joins you for
a day of sightseeing around the Garden

City of Christchurch. You visit the beautiful Botanic Gardens on the Avon River,
Mona Vale Gardens, the University of
Canterbury and Hagley Park. You also ride
the lovingly restored Christchurch heritage
tram where the drivers provide excellent
commentary on local landmarks and
sights. You have a guided tour at the highly rated Canterbury Museum, one of
Christchurch’s most beloved attractions
and your local guide also takes you on a
history walk to admire the city’s fine heritage and colonial architecture. Dinner is
arranged to welcome you this evening.
Overnight Christchurch
Breakfast ● Welcome Dinner

Day 6 Saturday 11 February
TranzAlpine Railway & Glaciers
Transfer to the railway station this morning
to board the TranzAlpine train. This is one
of the world’s most famous rail journeys
which traverses the island, ascending the
Southern Alps and Arthur’s Pass, the highest, most panoramic mountain pass in New
Zealand. Enjoy spectacular vistas, deep
gorges, the ice fed Waimakariri River and
breathtaking alpine scenery in comfort.
There is even an open sided viewing platform to experience feeling at one with nature and to take photos. It is truly the most
wonderful way to absorb the magic of the
south island’s grandeur. After lunch in
Greymouth you continue down the west
coast where the landscape is dominated by
the towering Alps, lakes, native forests and
farming settlements and stop in Hokitika
and at Franz Joseph Glacier. An hour’s return walk here takes you to the glacier
viewing platform before you continue to
your nearby Fox Glacier village hotel.
Overnight Fox Glacier Village
Breakfast ● Dinner

Fox Glacier, Wanaka & Queenstown
Today you travel through forests of red and
white pines to the old gold mining settlement
of Bruce Bay. Pass Lakes Paringa and
Moeraki then climb the Haast Pass with its
picturesque scenery, sumptuous rainforests
and Thunder Creek and Roaring Billy waterfalls. The pass was originally used by Maori
travelling west in search of Pounamu greenstone. There is time for lunch in the gorgeous resort town of Wanaka, situated on a
lake of the same name. Wanaka is well
known for its skiing and Mount Aspiring
National Park. Continue through Kawarau
Gorge stopping at the famous Kawarau suspension bridge to see bungey jumpers from
the observation deck and pass through the
Gibbston Valley, a fine Pinot Noir wine region before arriving in Queenstown on the
shores of Lake Wakitipu. Check in to your
hotel for the next three nights and have dinner which has been arranged for you at the
hotel’s restaurant.
Overnight Queenstown
Breakfast ● Dinner

Day 7 Sunday 12 February
Queenstown
After breakfast you drive to nearby historic
Arrowtown to explore this lovely village at
your own pace before boarding the vintage
steamship TSS Earnslaw, one of the last
remaining coal fired passenger vessels in
the southern hemisphere. Cruise along the
western shores of Lake Wakatipu, see the
stokers fuel the fireboxes, view historic
displays, enjoy interesting commentary and
absorb the awesome scenery. Disembark at
Walter Peak High Country Farm which is
only accessible by boat and where you
have a walking tour to see the sheep, red
deer and Scottish Highland cattle and
watch shearing, working dog and wool
spinning demonstrations. A delicious BBQ
lunch is served for you too in this beautiful
setting. Cruise back to Queenstown for a
relaxed evening. You might join your tour
leader for dinner or dine at your leisure.
Overnight Queenstown
Breakfast ● Lunch

