Spiritual Mosque and as being one of the largest
mosques in Central Asia. Continue to UNESCO
World Heritage listed Old Nisa fortress, the earli-
est of the Parthian Empire capitals. The fort ac-
commodates two semi-excavated complexes of
the Parthian period (III c. BC —III c. AD), struc-
tures designated as a royal residence and a tem-
ple complex. Located at the foot of the Kopet-
Dag Mountains, Old Nisa is a beautiful and se-
rene landmark. Today’s tour concludes with a
light lunch before enjoying a free afternoon at
your leisure in Ashgabat.

Overnight Ashgabat

Breakfast e Lunch e Dinner

Day 16 Thursday 15 April

Ashgabat to Mary

Fly to Mary early and on arrival drive to Merv, a
fabulous oasis city on the old Silk Road and a
wonderful UNESCO World Heritage site. Sight-
see with your local guide visiting the Erk Kala,
Gyaur Kala, Sultan Kala, Bayram Khan Kala,
Abdullakhan Kala, Sultan Sanjar and Ibn Zeid

Mausoleums, the ruins of the Muslim Mosque
Beni-Makhan, the Buddhist Temple and Grand
& Little Kyz Kalas. This afternoon you tour
the Mary History Museum and the city visiting
the Russian Orthodox church, one of the oldest
in Turkmenistan and the Central Bazaar before
checking in to your hotel for dinner.

Overnight Mary

Breakfast ® Lunch e Dinner

Day 17 Friday 16 April

Mary to Ashgabat

Return to Ashgabat this morning and visit
Turkmenistan’s largest and most amazing
market Tolkuchka Bazaar. You might browse
for traditional embroidery, jewelry and carpets
before a local lunch. This afternoon you head
along the former Silk Road to Anau to visit the
former medieval citadel of Bagabad which
features an important Timurid Period center
and the ruins of the Seyitjemaleddin Mosque.
Centuries ago this area accommodated a popu-
lation of early Central Asian farmers who
developed the world renowned Anau culture,
evidence of which was excavated in the 20th
century. You also see the ruins of a 15th cen-
tury mosque destroyed by an earthquake in  Arrive in Melbourne, clear customs and take a
1948 and the tomb of Seyit-Jemalletdin a holy ~ Qantas flight to Adelaide arriving mid morning.
shrine much revered by local pilgrims. Dinner - -~

tonight is at a local restaurant. d LAl .

Overnight Ashgabat

Breakfast @ Lunch e Dinner

Day 18 Saturday 17 April

Geokdepe & Ashgabat

After breakfast you drive to a rural property in
Geokdepe to see some of the world renowned
Turkmen horses called Akhal Teke. Return to
Ashgabat for lunch and a visit to the Carpet
Museum which has a huge collection of antique
and modern, hand-made Turkmen carpets, in-
cluding the largest carpet in the world as regis-
tered by the Guinness Book of Records. The
remainder of the afternoon is free and a farewell
dinner has been arranged for tonight.

Overnight Ashgabat

Breakfast ¢ Lunch e Farewell Dinner

Day 19 Sunday 18 April

Ashgabat to Dubai & Melbourne

Board your flight to Dubai in the early morning
and have a good connection on to Melbourne.
Overnight in Flight

Breakfast Pack e Meals in Flight

Day 20 Monday 19 April

Melbourne to Adelaide
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Great Silk Road Cities

Tashkent ¢ Samarkand e Shakhrisabz e Bukhara e Khiva
Koneurgench e Dashoguz e Ashgabat e Nisa ¢ Merv e Mary

WEA Travel on this unique tour along the Great Silk Road

| l zbekistan boasts some of the world’s oldest civilisations. Join

exploring the grand cities of Tashkent the Uzbek capital, Sa-
markand with its 2,500 year history, Shakhrisabz one of the oldest cit-
ies in central Asia, Bukhara a living museum and the fairy tale city of
Khiva. In Turkmenistan you continue along this ancient pathway ex-

ploring the fabulous treasures of Koneurgench, Ashgabat, Merv and
Mary. This famed route was journeyed by merchants and caravans
plying silks, spices, gems, carpets and leather along its colossal 13,600
km course, giving rise to a huge melting pot of cultures, customs and
religions which have left their mark along the way. This is your oppor-
tunity to discover ancient Silk Road cities at the perfect time when the
apricot trees blossom and temperatures are cool. Be awed by astonish-
ing structures and archaeological sites, meet hospitable people and

share their exotic culture and history.

Tour Leader: Deb Moulton is an enthusiastic and inclusive tour leader
with majors in History, English and Education. With vast travel experi-
ence as a dedicated WEA leader she is passionate about the Silk Road.

Tour Includes: Adelaide to Adelaide flights e Fully escorted from
Adelaide o All sightseeing & entrance fees ® All meals as per itinerary
All accommodation e Local guides throughout @ All transport includ- s
ing internal flights & train ® Pre & Post Tour Meetings ® Study notes

20 Days $12,690

Twin Share + airline taxes $262 + Turkmen visa USD$85 (June 2026)
Single Supplement $1700 e Balance Due Thursday 21 January 2027

Adelaide to Dubai

Depart Adelaide this evening with Emirates to
Dubai.

Overnight in flight

Meals in flight

Day 2 Thursday 01 April

Dubai to Tashkent

Arrive in Dubai in the morning and depart late
morning to Tashkent. On arrival you are met
by your welcoming hosts and transferred to
your comfortable hotel where refreshments
have been arranged.

Overnight Tashkent

Meals in Flight e Arrival Refreshments

Day 3 Friday 02 April

Tashkent

After breakfast and a relaxed start you begin
exploring Tashkent. Sights include the richly
decorated and beautiful Amir Temur Museum
which puts history into context and aides un-
derstanding many of the sites visited on this
tour. You also see Martyrs Memorial Square
and the impressive Tashkent Metro. Lunch has
been arranged at the must visit Besh Qozon
‘plov’ meaning rich dish, restaurant. Here the
much loved Plov is prepared in giant cauldrons
in a large open kitchens. It is a truly authentic
experience. A welcome dinner awaits this
evening at your hotel.

Overnight Tashkent

Breakfast ¢ Lunch ® Welcome Dinner

Chimgan Mountains

After breakfast you take a scenic tour into the
Chimgan Mountains which form the distant
backdrop to the city and provide a nice con-
trast from the dry landscapes of the Silk Road
cities. Passing local villages, gardens and
streams you arrive at the Amirsoy resort where
you ride a cable car to Kumbel Ridge at a
height of 2,300 metres above sea level. Enjoy
wonderful views of the mountains and Big
Chimgan Peak at 3,300 metres. Part of the
Ugam Chatkal National Park, the mountains
should be snow capped, the lower meadows
green and bursting with wildflowers and Char-
vak Lake a deep blue. After time to explore
and have lunch you return to Tashkent.
Overnight Tashkent

Breakfast ¢ Lunch e Farewell Dinner

Day 1 Wednesday 31 March Day 4 Saturday 03 April Day 5 Sunday 04 April

Tashkent to Samarkand

Experience another perspective travelling by
train to UNESCO World Heritage Samarkand,
one of the grandest Silk Road cities. Founded
according to legend over 5,000 years ago by
King Aphrasiab, its documented history dates
from 329 BC when Alexander the Great pro-
claimed the city as ‘more beautiful and majes-
tic than I could have ever imagined’. On arri-
val have lunch and tour this ancient treasure
around Registan Square in the old core where
three magnificent madrassas flank the market-
place. Dating from the 15" century they are
adorned with fine mosaic panels in stunning
hues of turquoise, gold and white. You also
visit Siab Bazaar and a carpet workshop.
Overnight Samarkand

Breakfast @ Lunch e Dinner

o

Day 6 Monday 05 April

Samarkand

Samarkand has an astonishing collection of
ancient monuments. This morning you visit
Ulugbek’s Observatory and the significant
archaeological site of Afrosiyob, the capital
of the ancient nation and the site of original
Samarkand from 500 BC to 1220 AD. You
tour the museum here which houses 7™ centu-
ry frescoes, terracotta and bronze artefacts
and the tomb of the prophet Daniel. After
lunch you visit the 11 domed mausoleum of
Shakhi-Zinda,or the Livin% King Necropolis
which dates from the 15 century and has
some of the richest tilework in central Asia. It
is believed that Kusam Ibn Abbas the cousin
of Muhammed is interred here.

Overnight Samarkand

Breakfast @ Lunch e Dinner

Shakhrisabz

Today you take a picturesque drive to the
‘Green City’ of Shakhrisabz which is the
birthplace of Tamerlane or Amir Timur. It too
is now a UNESCO World Heritage site,
founded more than 2,700 years ago and is one
of the most beautiful smaller cities in Uzbeki-
stan. Most of the attractions here were built
by Timur, a 14™ century Turco-Mongol con-
queror. Your touring includes the White Pal-
ace of Ak-Sarai, originally the most grandiose
of Timur’s constructions, adorned with ex-
quisite blue, white and gold mosaics, the
House of Contemplation, beautiful Kok Gum-
baz Mosque and the Dor-us-Sydat and Dor-ut-
Tilovat complexes. All date from the 14th to
17" centuries. Return to Samarkand for dinner
Overnight Samarkand

Breakfast ® Lunch e Dinner

Day 8 Wednesday 07 April

Samarkand to Bukhara

Follow the Silk Road from Samarkand to
Bukhara today. Stop en-route at Rabat-I-
Malik caravanserai built in 1196AD, the mar-
ket town of Uzbek Gijduvan and at a pottery
workshop where the distinctive turquoise blue
pottery is crafted. The city of Bukhara is lik-
ened to a living museum. It is over 2500 years
old and is one of the oldest and holiest cities
in the orient. It reached its glory in the 10®
century as a thriving commercial hub for the
Great Silk Road to China. The ancient capital
of the Emirate of Bukhara also became the
centre of intellectual and religious renaissance
around this time and the historic core is
UNESCO World Heritage listed for its cultur-
al value. On arrival you check into your hotel
and have dinner in a local restaurant.
Overnight Bukhara

Breakfast @ Lunch e Dinner

Day 9 Thursday 08 April

Bukhara

Today you visit the historic old town, Chor
Minar Madrassan gate house, the 9th -10th
century AD Chashma-Ayub Mausoleum which
is early evidence of the spread of Christianity
into the area, and the Ark Fortress, a Bukharan
Khan’s residence from the 4th century. The
Ark was largely destroyed during the invasions
of Genghis Khan but later reconstructed. You
also explore the magnificent 12th century AD
Kalon Mosque, the Jewish Quarter, Namazgoh
and Bayan mosques and the House of Fai-
zullah. This museum houses an ethnographic
exhibition of 19th century traders’ lives, an
exhibition devoted to Bukharan statesman
Fayzullo Khodjaev, and a wealthy merchant’s
kitchen exhibition displaying crockery, silver
and copperware, as well as oriental musical
instruments, silks and velvets. See a tradition-
al song and dance performance at the Nodir
Devon Begi Madrassa this evening.

Overnight Bukhara

Breakfast e Lunch e Dinner
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Day 10 Friday 09 April

Bukhara to Khiva

Journey through the Kyzylkum Desert today,
Kyzylkum meaning Red Sand in Turkic lan-
guages. The route is sparsely populated with
small settlements of local livestock graziers.
Lunch is arranged for you en route and late
afternoon you arrive in the fairytale Silk Road
city of Khiva. This grand UNESCO World
Heritage listed site oozes exotic oriental charm
and has a glorious medieval core. It is a centre
for skilled handcrafts with master wood and
stone carvers, jewelers and embroiderers’
workshops lining the ancient narrow alley-
ways. Khiva’s carpets and hand embroidered
suzannies are world renowned and original
items can be purchased directly from artisans.
Overnight Khiva

Breakfast e Lunch e Dinner

Day 11 Saturday 10 April

Khiva

Khiva was the capital of the ancient Kingdom
of Khorezm from the 16" century. . Today you
visit the old town known as Ichan-Kala. As
you walk through the fascinating citadel imag-
ine Silk Road travellers arriving in this para-
dise after weeks of travelling in the unforgiv-
ing desert. See the spectacular 10™ century
Kunya Ark Citadel, the earliest residences of
the Khiva Khans, with their exquisite tile
workmanship and fine views over Khiva. You
visit 19" century Tash Khauli Palace and Har-
em with its ornate gates, majolica, wood and
marble carvings, and painted ceilings. Contin-
ue to the Minar Minaret, Juma Mosque, the
Mausoleum of Pahlavan Mahmud, the Islam
Khodja Madrassa and the Said Allauddin

Mausoleum. All are adorned with intricate tur-
quoise tilework.

Overnight Khiva

Breakfast e Lunch e Dinner

Day 12 Sunday 11 April

Khiva
Today is a free day at your leisure Khiva to
explore the old city, markets and museums or
perhaps rest and relax at your hotel.
Overnight Khiva
Breakfast e Dinner
S TYCT ST RS Ve

Day 13 Monday 12 April

Khiva to Turkmenistan

Depart Uzbekistan today and pass through the
1.5 kilometre neutral zone into Turkmenistan
where you are met by your Turkmen guide and
driver. After lunch you visit ancient Ko-
neurgench, a hidden gem on the Silk Road.
Here you see the 12th century mausoleums of
Najm al-Din al- Kubra, Tekesh Ibn Hadzhibey
and Kutlyg. All architectural masterpieces,
they feature intricate mosaic tilework and
brickwork, calligraphy and fine adornments.
Overnight Dashoguz

Breakfast ® Lunch e Dinner

P et —

Day 14 Tuesday 13 April

Dashoguz to Ashgabat

Fly to the Turkmen capital Ashgabat today. On
arrival you have a guided tour of the fine Na-
tional Museum of Turkmenistan and see the
city sights including, Gulistan Bazaar, Inde-
pendence Monument, the Arch of Neutrality,
the ‘Bagt Koshgi’ Wedding Palace with its
lovely views and the National Memorial Com-
plex Halk Hakydasy. Dinner is arranged at a
city restaurant followed by an evening drive to
see the town illuminated.

Overnight Ashgabat

Breakfast e Lunch e Dinner

Day 15 Wednesday 14 April

Ashgabat
Enjoy sightseeing including the spectacular
Turkmenbashi Ruhy Mosque, known as the



